HOW A STATE WAS FOUNDED
adopt, some of them wanted to have a Russian prince as King of Bohemia. The Russians had been expected to come as liberators. At first, when the Russian steam-roller appeared to be coming, the women who sold geese on the market-place in Prague began to refuse to sell. 'No/ they said, 'we are keeping them for the Russians.' The Russian steam-roller got stuck. If we had taken a Russian prince as king, he would have been a kind of Winter King and would have run away from Prague after a few months, because he would have had to work, and those decadent lords are not able to do that. I was accurately informed about everything. There was no prince that we could import from Germany; and France could not send us a king. The story was told that I was negotiating with the Duke of Connaught. Never. There was no choice left us except a republic. We had no royal descendants, no pretenders, and we had always been against the ruling house. It is true :hat at one time General Stefanik thought of having i king, but he gave up that idea."
"And how much did you know of the prepara-:ions that were being made in Prague?"
"In this respect the Maffia worked well, and I